Golf Foundation Annual Awards

Golf Foundation Annual Awards: ‘Incredible’ supporters of grass roots golf
meet Ryder Cup hero Nicolas Colsaerts
The Golf Foundation President’s Awards on Wednesday (21st of May) celebrated some of
the “heroes of junior golf” who have given their time and enthusiasm to provide young
people from all backgrounds and abilities with a start in the game.
Held in the perfect setting of Wentworth Club’s Ballroom, a packed audience from the world
of golf heard the stories of nine award winners and their projects, featuring the volunteers,
PGA Professionals, junior organisers, schoolteachers and local authority officers who all
help to develop the golfers and leading players of the future.
Chairman of the Golf Foundation, Charles Harrison, gave special mention to the generosity
of The European Tour and Wentworth Club for providing the stage, and also to one of the
ceremony’s guests of honour, Ryder Cup player Nicolas Colsaerts, who kindly presented
each of the awards on the day. Nicolas was one of the heroes on his Ryder Cup debut in
2012 as he and Lee Westwood beat Tiger Woods and Steve Stricker in the Friday fourballs,
the Belgian star carding eight birdies and an eagle of his own in that match.
Charles Harrison said: “So many of us remember the wonderful effort of Nicolas at
Medinah. We could wish for no better golfer to present our awards today as he and the rest
of Europe’s Ryder Cup Team will have been a huge inspiration to a new generation of
young golfers and also to all those who work in the sport.”
Leading the ceremony, Golf Foundation Chief Executive Mike Round said: “Every year we
organise this event so we can highlight the incredible work of the people at the grass roots
who make it possible for children and young people to experience golf and the benefits it has
to offer.
“There could not be a better time or place to do this – here at one of the most impressive golf
venues in the country, which is also the home of The European Tour, one of our greatest
supporters, and on the eve of the BMW PGA Championship itself.
“In the newspapers over the next few days, we will read about the incredible ability of the
golfers taking part at Wentworth this week. It is however worth remembering that the efforts

and achievements of our award winners are equally impressive, albeit in a different way.
Without these dedicated, heroes of junior golf, many of golf’s star players would never find
their game, and thousands of other young people would miss the chance to enjoy this great
sport.”
A number of golf’s biggest names were present to applaud the winners, many of whom are
volunteers, and who all support the Foundation’s aim to make the game more accessible to
children in schools, communities and golf clubs through its ‘HSBC Golf Roots’ programme.
The President’s Awards were presented as follows:

Sir Henry Cotton Award presented to Philip Woodcock,
Scarborough North Cliff Golf Club
This award winner receives a generous grant of £1,000 from Golf Foundation supporter, The
Stanley Morrison Charitable Trust.
The Foundation’s most prestigious prize, the Sir Henry Cotton Award, is presented to an
individual who has made a significant contribution to junior golf over a sustained period of
time. This year’s winner is Philip Woodcock, Junior Organiser at Scarborough North Cliff Golf
Club
Joining the club as a 14 year-old in 1968, he reached a good standard of golf and decided in
1983 to offer himself for the post of Junior Organiser. Thirty years on, his dedication and
commitment to the role is still as strong as ever.
The junior section grew from small beginnings through Philip’s Monday night two-hour
coaching sessions held over the 26 weeks of warmer weather (one indoor session a month in
winter).
The ethos promoted was not just about playing golf, but one that also provided the juniors
with the opportunity to develop social skills, thus giving them a good grounding for the future
while forming long-lasting friendships.

Philip has recruited several assistants to help him and the format has produced a thriving crop
of junior players at Scarborough North Cliff year on year.
Philip chose the Golf Foundation’s Junior Golf Passport Scheme to support coaching
sessions, which are now organised and run by the Club’s PGA Professional Fraser Kelley.
His encouragement has created British Amateur Champions, PGA Pro’s and an employee of
the European Seniors Tour. There are also several hundred juniors who have progressed into
other occupations, having benefited from the life skills learned at the junior sessions.
One of these said: “Philip has taught us the importance of making friends, building and
maintaining relationships, and acting responsibly with confidence. He’s encouraged us
throughout school, university and our careers. I know that all will be proud to call him their
friend.”
Mike Round said: “I'd like to express my appreciation to this gentleman, firstly, for all he’s
done for the junior section at Scarborough North Cliff Golf Club for the past 30 years and,
secondly, for what he’s done to have a positive impact on the lives of all those who’ve been
fortunate enough to have been part of his programme.”

